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wheels" and, therefore, could not protect Paris. From all
this Prince Radolin gained the impression that M. Rouvier
would not be unwilling to sacrifice his Minister of Foreign
Affairs.148
(d) DELCASSE'S FALL AND ITS CONSEQUENCES
This hint from Rouvier was sufficient to determine
Billow to work henceforth to overthrow the man whom he
regarded as dangerous to Germany and to the peace of
Europe. Not only did he regard Delcasse as the incarna-
tion of French aggressive imperialism and of the revanche
spirit, but he believed that so long as he continued at the
head of the French Foreign Office, with his intrigues and
misrepresentations, there could be no satisfactory relations
between the countries on the two sides of the Rhine.149
Another party in France, however, made up- of a con-
siderable group of newspapers and chauvinists, protested
loudly against the German menace. Delcasse counted on
them for support, and made a strong fight for his political
life. The exciting story of this internal French conflict, as
witnessed by the German representative in Paris, may
now be followed in detail in the new German documents.150
148 Radolin to Bulow, April 27, 1905; G.P., XX, 344.   This telegram,
according to a letter of Paleologue's in the Paris Temps of March 15, 1922,
was deciphered by the  Trench during the  war.    Its publication by
Paleologue gave rise to a lively discussion in 1922, as to whether the
German Government had demanded the head of Delcasse, or whether it
had been offered to them.   Mr. 0. S. Hale, of the University of Penn-
sylvania, in an unpublished study, indicates that there is no truth in
the commonly repeated legend, based on an article in Le Qaulois, June
17, 1905, that Prince Henckel von Donnersmarck was sent on a special
mission by the German Government to demand the resignation of Del-
casse.   On internal and other evidence Mr. Hale thinks the report in
Le Gaulois is apocryphal. This confirms the present writer's conclusion
that the "Donnersmarck Mission" was a product of French journalistic
imagination.
149 C/.   G.P., XX, 393 ff. for a list of half a, dozen cases in which
Billow believed Delcasse guilty of misrepresentations and broken promises.
150Q.P., XX, 344-409. Of. R. Pinon, France et Allemagne (Paris,
1913), which is, on the whole, favorable to Germany and critical of Del-